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InourCircularNo.06/2020dated24.03.2020,wedealtthesituationprevailinginour

countryduetooutbreakofNovelCoronavirus(Covid-19).Sincemidnightof24thMarch

itself,thewholecountryhasbeenputintoNationalLockdown,initiallytill14thApril2020

whichsubsequentlyextendedupto3rd May2020withanunderstandingthatinsome

areasrelaxationwillbegivenfrom 20th April2020tobedecidedbyrespectiveState

Governments.Butitisforcertainthatthepublictransportwillremainsuspendedtill3rd

May2020.Hence,thereisnoscopeofrestoringcompletenormalcytillthetransport

system startsoperating.

Tilltodaymorning,inourcountry,21403peoplehavebeenidentifiedwithCovid-19

positive outofwhich 681 died.With allfactories and establishments;shops and

restaurantsclosed;miningandconstructionjobstopped,theworkersparticularlyalmost

10croremigrantworkershavebeensubjectedtoimmeasurablemiserywithnofoodto

eat;nomoneytopayrent;nosheltertostay.Lakhsofsuchmigrantworkers,outof

frustration,startedtotrekhundredsofkilometerstotheirhomeonlyforsurvival.Alot

manyofthem wereinterceptedbypolice;somecouldreachtheirhomesevenafter

walking more than thousand kilometers;some ofthese hapless workers died of

starvation;heatandexhaustionontheirwayhome.Withclosureofallactivitiesthrough

thelengthandbreadthofthecountry;alreadyfragileIndianeconomy,alongwiththe

entireworld,isgoingtofaceaslowdownwithimpactmuchbiggerthandemonetization

andglobalfinancialcrisis.

Thebankemployeesofthecountryareperformingtheirjobsinaprecariouscondition

withriskingtheirlivesandthattoowithoutanyacknowledgmentfrom theGovernment.

Inthissituation,whentheentirenationwaslockedandspendingdayswithgreat

uncertainty,theGovernmentofIndiaobstinatelypushedthroughtheiragendaofmega

mergerof10banksinto4.Theeconomyofthecountry,wearecertain,willbedamaged

furtherwiththismoveoftheGovt.whichhasbeentakenonlywithanultimateaim of

privatizingthePSBs.Itisapitythatthebankemployees’movementofthecountryasa

wholecouldnotputanyresistancetothesinistermove.Ourbelovedinstitutionofficially

ceasedtoexistfrom 1stApril2020asaresultofmerger.



Wearehavingavibrantorganizationwithhistoryofgloriousachievements.Withactive

participationofthemembersduringits40years’ofexistence,UBIEUhasproveditselfto

beaunionwithadifference.ThoughwedidnothavemajoritystatusinourBank,butwe

remained adecisiveforcein anymovementin thebanksinceourformation.We

maintainedinternaldemocracyandfreedom ofspeechwithintheorganization.Present

leadershipofUBIEU isawonderfuladmixtureofyoungandexperiencedcomrades,

capabletocopewithanysituation.

Asperourtradition,2020 should havebeen theyearofConferenceofour3-tier

organization.Giventheannouncementon30th Aug2019ofmegamerger,wedidnot

takeanydecisionforholdingConferencesfrom ourRepresentativeCouncilMeetingheld

atMidnaporeinNovlast.ThemeetingentrustedtheCECtotakedecisionatappropriate

time.Afterthemerger,theCEC willmeettodecideourcourseofactionatearliest

possibletimeoncethepandemicisover.

Recently,wehavegonethroughthemergerofVijayaBankandDenaBankwithBankof

Barodaeffectedfrom 1stApril2019.Therewereorganizations,affiliatedtoBEFI,inall

threeBanks.AllIndiaConferenceofBEFIaffiliatedorganizationinthemergedentitywas

heldinDec2019.BEFIleadershipisguidingtheunionsofthebankslistedinmega

mergerfororganizationassimilation.Accordingly,ameetingofallIndialeadershipof

BEFIaffiliatedunitsofUnitedBankofIndia(UBIEU)andPunjabNationalBank(PNBEFI,

PunjabNationalBankEmployeesFederationofIndia)washeld.Inlinewithexperiences

wehadinBankofBaroda,apreparatorycommitteeof10membershasbeenformed

with5comradeseachfrom boththeunions.ThecommitteewillfunctionwithJoint

Conveners;Com SukhamaySarkar(WorkingPresident,UBIEU)andCom Anupam Mitra

(GeneralSecretary,PNBEFI).

We are allaware thatdue to spreading ofCovid-19 and NationalLockdown,the

administrativerestructuringinthemergedentityhasbeenputonholdbythePNB

management.IthasbeendecidedthattheelectedCommitteesofUBIEUwillfunction

normally.In case ofmeeting the bank managements,leaders/representatives of

appropriatetiersofbothUBIEUandPNBEFIwillbepresent.Restofthedecisionswillbe

implementedafterrestorationofnormalcy.Inthemeantime,werequestalltomaintain

contactwitheachotherandextendallsortofcooperationtoanybodyinneed.

Withwarm greetings,
Yourscomradely,

.
(DebasishBasuChaudhury)

GeneralSecretary



TAKECARE OFYOURFAMILIES&COMRADES

FIGHTCOVID-19 OPPOSEPRO-CORPORATEPOLICIES


