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ToAllComrades

Sub:Ourroleinpresentcircumstances

Wearepassingthroughasituationunprecedentedinthelivesofalmostallofus.Public
transportincludingMailexpresstrains;suburbantrains;autorickshaws;taxisarestopped
from operating. All domestic and international flights are cancelled till further
announcements.Asmanyas548districtsinourcountryhavebeenlockeddown.Around
30states/UTshavebeenplacedundercompletelockdown.Completecurfew hasbeen
declaredinsomestates.Duringthelockdown,onlytheessentialserviceswillbeavailable.
Restofthepeoplehasbeenadvisedtoremainstrictlywithintheirhomes.Weapprehend
thattherestrictionswillcontinueforsomemoretime.

ThisisduetooutbreakofadeadlyvirusnamedNovelCoronavirus(Covid-19).Thishas
becomeapandemic.Aspermediareports,till5AM today,asmanyas381752peoplehave
beenidentifiedtobeinfectedbyCovid-19in182countriesthroughouttheworldwith16558
deathcases.Bynow,weallknowthatthevirusisthoughttospreadmainlyfrom person-to-
personlikechainreaction.InordertobreakthechainofCoronavirusspreadwhichhas
infectedmorethan500peopleinourcountry,lockdownhasbeendeclared.Thesituationis
worseningeverydaywithincreasingnumberofinfectedpeople.Itisalarmingforacountry
likeuswhichisdenselypopulatedandwithpoorhealthcaresystem.IfspreadofCovid-19
reachesthestageofcommunitytransmission,itwillbringdisastrouseffectsforthecitizen
ofourcountry.

Wearepartandparcelofthesociety.Byourprofessionandsocialoutlook,weare
consideredasadvancedsectionofthesociety.Inthesituationweshouldnotbepanicked.
Ratherwemustfollow allthepreventivemeasuresasdeclaredbytheWorldHealth
Organisation(WHO)aswellasGovt.ofIndia,DepartmentofHealthandFamilyWelfare.We
shouldalsoensurethatallourassociatedpeoplelikeourmembers,familymembersare
protectedfrom thedeadlyvirus.Wemustabide bytherestrictionsimposedthroughthe
lockdownmeasures.

Bankingservicesarelistedasessentialservices.Hence,duringtheperiodoflockdown
bankingoutletsarekeptopen.Weunderstandtheagoniesandanxietiesofourmembers
andtheirfamilieswhen,duringthelockdownperiod,bankemployeesandofficersare
attendingtheirduties.Wefeelproudbythecourageandcommitmentshowedbythebank
employeesduringthehoursofcatastrophelikedemonetization.Weareprovingoncemore
thatwhileservingthenationwearenolessthananyoftheprofession.Wesaluteevery



bankemployeefortheirvaluablecontributiontothesocietyevenputtingtheirlivestorisks.

Wearepassingthroughastateofemergency.BankEmployeesFederationofIndia,BEFI
sincebeginningoftheoutbreakinourcountrytookupthematterwithIBA,UnionFinance
Ministerand Hon’ble Prime Ministerforproviding adequate protection to the bank
employees;reducingbusinesshoursofthebranches;arrangingtransportduringtheperiod
oflockdownetc.Wecameacrossofsomemeasurestakenbytheauthoritiesinlinewith
thesuggestionsofBEFI.

Inourbank,weareobservingthatasaresultofsuspensionofpublictransportmany
employeesarenotbeingabletoreachtheirbranches/officesdespitetakingbestefforts.
Thoughinitiativeshavebeentakenbysomeauthoritiestoprovidepullcarstosome
employees,butalternativetransportfacilitieshavenotbeenarrangedformostofthe
employees.Wewouldalsoliketoadviceourmembers,whoarenotbeingabletoattend
officeduetolackoftransport,toinform respectivebranchauthoritiesimmediatelythrough
e-mailorletter.We advice allourmembers notto take undue risks in the given
circumstances.WecalluponallCECmembersandRegionalleadershiptomaintaincontact
withthemembersandextendallsortsofassistanceincaseofneed.

TheeconomyisintotaldistresssincetheNDA-IGovt.cameintopowerin2014.The
workingclassofthecountry,supportedbyallsectionsofpeople,havebeenopposingthe
anti-nation,anti-peoplepoliciesofthepresentGovt.Weapprehendthattheeconomic
situation,particularlyunemployment;skyrocketing price rise;agriculturaldistress,will
aggravate further.We allunderstand thatthe struggle againstGovt.policieswillbe
subduedtoagreatextentduetothispandemic.

WeareallawarethatsincetheannouncementofMegaMergerof10PSBsinto4,weare
opposingthedecisionbylaunchingagitationalprogrammeinvariousformsincludingStrike.
TheGovt.throughGazetteNotification,earlythismonth,declaredthattheMergerwillbe
effectivefrom 1stApril2020.BEFIdecidedtolaunchindependentprogrammeincluding
DharnaagainsttheMegaMergerduringthesecondhalfofthismonth.Forobviousreasons,
thepresentsituationisnotatallconducivetoimplementtheprogramme.AsKolkatais
underlockdown,wearealsonotbeenabletoopentheCECOfficeatHeadQuarters.

ItisquiteclearthattilltheoutbreakofCovid-19iscontainedthenormalfunctioningofthe
countrycan’tbe restored.Similarsituation is fordemocratic movementas wellas
movementofthebankingsector.Theonlybeneficiarywouldbetheinterestedquarters,
whofortheirownbenefits,aredesirousofweakeningthedemocraticmovementofthe
toilingmasses.Hence,tofightagainstNovelCoronavirusisintheinterestofthecommon
massesofthecountry,isapartofourdemocraticmovement.Letusputallourenergiesin
fightingoutthemenacecausedbyCovid-19.

PLEASETAKECAREOFYOURSELF;YOURCOMRADES;FAMILYMEMBERS.

Withwarm greetings,



Yourscomradely,

.
(DebasishBasuChaudhury)

GeneralSecretary


